On September 8, 1941, 11 weeks after Hitler's brutal surprise attack on the Soviet Union, Leningrad was surrounded. The German siege was not lifted for two and a half years, by which time some three quarters of a million Leningraders had died of starvation. Stripping away decades of Soviet propaganda, and drawing on newly available diaries and government records, Anna Reid chronicles the Nazis' deliberate decision to starve Leningrad into surrender, the incompetence and cruelty of the Soviet war leadership, the horrors experienced by soldiers on the front lines, and, above all, the ordeal of life in the blockaded city. Leningrad tackles a raft of unanswered questions: Was the size of the death toll as much the fault of Anna Reid has written a shocking tale about the most murderous siege in history. In September 1941, Leningrad was surrounded for two and a half years. Though the are still arguments about the number of those who perished during this horrible episode of WW2, most experts agree that around 750000 people lost their lives during the siege, or in other words: more than a third of the city's population.Mrs. Reid uses a lot of newly published materials, such as diaries (both Russian and German) and other documents, many from Russian archives which were hitherto closed, to show the monstrosities perpetrated by the Nazi beasts in Leningrad. After the collapse of Communism, government archives opened, giving access to internal Party memos, security service reports on crime, public opinion and the operations of various government agencies, the case files of political arrestees, and transcripts of telephone calls between Leningrad leadership and the Kremlin.The most significant result of the siege was starvation. Hundreds of thousands died on empty stomachs.
Theft and crime were rampant because of the hunger, and there were also notorious cases of cannibalism-a fact which was constantly denied by the authorities until 2004. One of the NKVD reports stated that "a mother had smothered her eighteen-month-old daughter in order to feed herself and her three older children; a twenty-six-year-old man, laid off from his tyre factory, had murdered and eaten his eighteen-year-old roommate; and unemployed plumber had killed his wife in order to feed their teenage son and nieces, hiding the remains in the Lenenergo workers' hostel". Russia except for the tenuous links provided by Lake Ladoga. Between 750,000 and two million people perished over that period. Salisbury suggested that this tragedy was at least semi inevitable.
